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 www.westmont.org                                                                                                                                                           Editor: Arlene Flynn 

The Caldwell House Construction Completed!!  
Open House and Tours Scheduled for June 23 

“Connecting with our community everyday”   

After years of planning and eleven months of construction, West 
Mont is excited to announce the completion of the Caldwell House! 
This new group home will provide 24-hour nursing care for medi-
cally fragile and terminally ill individuals with disabilities.  The 
Caldwell House has 10-private bedrooms including two with private 
baths that are expanded and will allow a family member to stay with 
their loved one.  This new facility brings the total to 11-group homes 
in Helena that West Mont owns and operates. 
 

With the support of the State of Montana’s Department of Public 
Health and Human Services Developmental Disabilities Division, West Mont’s Foundation and Operations Board of Directors, 
countless donors, volunteers, and many others, the Caldwell House has now become a reality. The Caldwell House is the first 
facility of its kind built in the State of Montana.  It will fill a critical void in the Helena community. 

 

West Mont Receives $30,000 Grant  
A recent $30,000 anonymous grant helped West Mont 
purchase furnishings, the concrete patio and the entryway. 
The completed project will come in just under $1.5 mil-
lion dollars. While West Mont was able to raise a lot of 
money to help build the Caldwell House, a $750,000 loan 
was needed to complete the project. West Mont will con-
tinue to fundraise to pay down this debt. 

Please join us as we celebrate with an Open House and 
tours of the Caldwell House on Thursday June 23 from  

2 pm - 4 pm at 3275 Cabernet Drive in Helena.    
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West Mont’s 19th Annual Harvest Days celebration kicks off this year on 
Saturday September 10 with Family Fun Day at the Farm in the Dell 
Helena. Enjoy a tasty BBQ lunch, games and kids carnival, wagon rides, 

free pumpkins from the pumpkin patch for the 
kids, entertainment and more all included with the 
admission ($5.00 per person/$25.00 per carload). 
See you at the Farm!  

New this year, the Black Tie Blue Jean Dinner 
moves to the Friday after Family Fun Day Friday 
September 16. Once again, we will be at the 
Gateway Center in Helena and the price remains the same ($60 per person/ $500 for table of 8). This 
evening of fun includes a delicious full-course dinner and dessert prepared by Marci’s Catering, com-
plimentary wine, Artists Fun Draw, silent and live auctions, presentation of the Pride of the Patch 
Award and more. Space is limited, please call 447-3100 to reserve your spot today. 

Ron & Connie Bergum, 
winners of the 2010 
Pride of the Patch 
Award. Photo by           

Helena Photography  

2010 Family Fun Day Pumpkin Patch 

 

The indoor sunroom will enable 
clients to enjoy the outdoors safely. 
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You have already read on the front page that the Caldwell House is down to 
the finishing touches.  A date for the open house has been set and the facil-
ity is almost ready for occupancy.  This has been a fun project and despite 
its size and scope went from design to fully constructed with very few 
glitches.  This was possible due to the number of skilled, committed profes-
sionals who worked on the project.  I would like to take this opportunity to 
say a heartfelt thanks to all of them. 

· The West Mont Foundation and West Mont Boards of Directors.  Without your vision 
and support, The Caldwell House would never have gotten off the ground. 

· Becky and Bill Eiker. Sculptor Becky Eiker designed and her husband Bill made all the 
bronze casting arrangements for “Yesiree Bub.” This special limited edition bronze was 
donated by the Eikers to help West Mont raise funds for the Caldwell house. A few 
bronzes remain for a donation of $550.00 or more. 

· Big Sky Brokers. “Mo” Oelkers wouldn’t give up on us until we found the perfect prop-
erty and, then, surprised us all by donating part of her realty fees. 

· Peccia and Associates.  Had the property and worked with us to get to a price that fit our 
budget. 

· Mountain West Bank. John McLaughlin and Rick Bell were invaluable regarding work-
ing out all the details for our loan. And, as always, we thank the bank in general for con-
tinuing to have faith in West Mont projects. 

· SMA. Rick Schlenker, Peter Rudd and Becky Patton worked tirelessly with West Mont 
staff to make sure the Caldwell House blueprints captured all the elements for this ‘state-
of-the-art’ group home. We know the hours they devoted exceeded what they billed. 

· Sexton Group. Ed Sexton and Lee Flasnick kept the building on schedule and us in-
formed every step of the way. Their experience in projects of this magnitude kept change 
orders to less than 6%, which, in turn, kept us within our budget. Their employees (Ron 
“Buck” Beckstrom, Jule Bowe, Dick McPhee and Sam Riley) kept working despite the 
cold and snow, made sure the place was immaculate, even on short notice, for our numer-
ous tours, and were always available to answer our questions. 

· Subcontractors.  Our hat is off to the following major subcontractors and suppliers: 

Integrity Electric 
Three Brothers Plumbing 
All Temp 
The Floor Show 
Home Depot 
Gardenwerks 
 

· The Caldwell House Committee.  Some of the members of this committee have helped 
with every major building project West Mont has undertaken.  And, the new members hit 
the ground running.  Their ideas and encouragement kept us going. 

 
· Staff.  Arlene Flynn, Director of Development, has kept the project in the spotlight since 

its inception.  Everyone knows about the Caldwell House.  Diana Nelson, Executive Ad-
ministrator, was my “right arm” from beginning to end. Your attention to detail is invalu-
able.  I couldn’t have done this without you both! 

A big round of applause to you all.  Let’s do this again sometime.  THANK YOU!!!!  

Kris Bakula  
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Since 1989, West Mont has owned and operated the Farm in the Dell in Helena. The Farm in the Dell concept was the brain-
child of two couples, Lowell and Susan Bartels (founders of Farm in the Dell International) and Hugh and Mary 

McWhorter . Thanks to their vision, new Farm in the Dell’s continue 
to open, across the state and in other countries. The Helena Farm is 
the only one owned and operated by West Mont. 
 
Over the years West Mont’s Farm in the Dell has 
expanded its vocational programs and with the 
guidance of Dennis Flynn, owner of Valley 
Farms, has developed exceptional tomato crops 
that meet the demands of even the pickiest eater. 
Lisa MacLean, Vocational Program Manager at 
the Farm is expecting a record crop this year.  
 

West Mont’s Farm in the Dell products (tomatoes, 
salsa, bedding plants, apparel) can be purchased at the 
Farmer’s Market every Saturday from June 
to October. West Mont’s famous Farm in 
the Dell Salsa can also be purchased at a 
variety of retail outlets including Van’s 
Thriftway, Leslie’s Made in Montana Store, 
Valley Farms, Bob’s Valley Market, 
Friendly’s Sinclair, Dave’s Exxon and at 
West Mont’s Main Office located at 2708 
Bozeman Avenue in Helena.  The main 
office is open Monday through Friday  
from 8:00 am - 4: 30 pm.  

West Mont would like to thank 
Lowell and Susan Bartels and 
the Farm in the Dell Interna-
tional for their donation of 
1200 pounds of hamburger. 
The donated beef was part of 
the proceeds of the Farm in the 
Dell International’s Fatted Calf 
fundraising event. The beef 
was distributed to West Mont’s 
10-group homes in Helena. 
Thank you! 

Lisa MacLean tends 
the tomatoes 
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In 1990, the West Mont Board of Directors and staff set aside $25,000 in the West Mont Endowment Fund.  The purpose was 
to build a fund where the earnings could help support the charitable missions of West Mont. Within ten years, with the help of 
volunteers, fundraising events, and some very generous donors, the Endowment Fund grew to over $500,000.  In 2002, the 
West Mont Board of Directors combined the Endowment Fund with other West Mont assets and the West Mont Foundation 
was created for the single purpose of supporting individuals with disabilities through West Mont.  

West Mont’s goal is to help the Foundation grow so that we can continue to provide and expand our quality services for indi-
viduals with disabilities. Most recently, the West Mont Foundation secured a loan and built the Caldwell House.  Another ex-
ample and program beneficiary is the Melodee House, which provides respite care and receives no government funding.   

You can help keep this dream alive by making a tax deductible donation to the West Mont Foundation. Donors may specify a 
particular program or service or make a gift to support the general purposes of the Foundation. These unrestricted gifts benefit 
all West Mont programs. Below is a list of Foundation programs to which donations can be made:  

West Mont Foundation Programs 
The Caldwell House �� Melodee House �    Farm in the Dell Helena   �    Foundation General Purpose Fund �� Cheer Squad �   

Client Needs Fund (medical, personal needs)  �  Recreational Activities      
 
To make a donation or for additional information, please call Arlene Flynn at the Foundation 447-3109. 
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West Mont’s Ken Sperle, plows a field at the Farm 
in the Dell to prepare it for the planting of pump-
kins for Harvest Days. Ken spent two years restor-
ing this 1937 F-20 Farmall tractor to its original 
condition.  

West Mont Farm in the Dell residents from left to right: 
Hope, Jeff, Jenny, Mike, Tommy and Connie 
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Chuck Pesta stands at the entrance of the red carpet. 

West Mont’s Ryan Schoonover (at 
left) and Seth Berg assisted guests at 
the Wall of Wine. 77 bottles of wine 
ranging from $8 to $500 were raffled 
off and over $2,500 was raised. 
Roger Novotne built the rack that  
he and his wife Carol generously           
donated it to West Mont. 

West Mont’s Lusha Reis 
(left) and Chandra Lutz  
greeted guests with com-
plimentary champagne as 
they entered on the Red 
Carpet. 

Guests of sponsor Beartooth NBC strike a pose. 

Red Carpet partygoers smile for the camera. 

Above, guests at the Cherry  Creek 
Radio sponsor table 

The Mighty Flick provided great music to dance to. 

Robie and Brad Culver pose with 
“Elvis” and “Marilyn.” 

At left, the check-in 
desk was ably managed 
by West Mont’s Diana 
Nelson and Lynn Bolin 
(front row) and Devel-
opment Committee Vol-
unteer Tanya Shearer 
(in the middle). 

Left to right: Debbie Spranget, 
Kathleen Pace, Laurie  Boland and 
Clark  Spranget. 

Chuck Flynn with         
the ever popular 
Marilyn Monroe 

At left, the Treacy Company’s Kim  
Skiftun, on the right and West Mont’s 
Susan Pesta saddle up to John Wayne 
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Above at right, KXLH TV re-
porter, Melissa Anderson and a 
friend pose with Marilyn. 

Melissa & Daniel Iverson 

The West Mont Cheer Squad braved cool tem-
peratures and showed their spirit cheering on 
Montana Law Enforcement  Special Olympic 

torch runners. 

West Mont staff and their guests attended the Farm in 
the Dell  International Fatted Calf fundraising event. 

Mike Munck  Executive 
Vice President of St. Pe-
ter’s Hospital Foundation 
presented a check to West 
Mont’s Susan Pesta for 
the Caldwell House.  

In Memory  
of                 

Bari Welborn 
 

 

After years of declining health, longtime West 
Mont resident Bari Welborn passed away on 
May 8. Bari had been with West Mont for over 
25 years and had been looking forward to 
moving to the Caldwell House. She will be 
missed by staff and clients. 

In the Spotlight...West Mont �

“ Celebrities” greeted Red Carpet attendees 

At right, sponsor Mountain 
West Bank’s table Susan &Chuck Pesta 

The “Wall of Wine” had a lot of activity and 
sold out of wine corks in less than two hours. 

At left, from left to right Treacy Company’s 
Kimmy  Skiftun  and Murel  O’Connell check 
out all of the activity at the Annual Mother’s 
Day Pots and Plants Sale with West Mont 
Farm in the Dell Vocational Program manager, 
Lisa MacLean. 

At right, Beartooth/NBC’s 
Greg Pace graciously do-
nated his time on a Saturday 
morning to film a tour of 
West Mont’s Farm in the 
Dell with Nicole George, 
the group home manager. 

At right, West Mont resident, Kimberly , proudly 
shows off her diploma for outstanding comple-

tion of her math course 

Thanks for 

attending!  



2708 Bozeman Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
 

Phone:  406-447-3100 
Fax:  406-447-3148 

� Promoting Quality of Life for Individuals with Disabilities through 

Growth and Independence.” 
Since 1973 
Locations:          

Cedar Apartments 

Dorothy Medical  
Farm in the Dell                            
406-227-7565 

Fern Group Home 

Humbolt Apartments 
Melodee House                                   

South Hills Group Home 
Tara Group Home &                                            
and Tara Apartments 

Townsend Group Home 
VASTT (Vision, Audio, 
Smell, Taste & Touch) 

406-443-1554 
Pre-Vocational &               

Production Services 

406-447-3120 
www.westmont.org  

 

For the latest information 
check us out on:  
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Golden Globe Sponsors 

A2Z Personnel     
American Federal Savings Bank 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of MT 

Bresnan/Cable Vision   
Bridal Images & Mr. Tux  

D.A. Davidson Kuntz/Mosness- 
Wealth Management Group 

Helena Community Credit Union  
Imagine Designs  

Independent Record 
Kleen King 

Missouri River Flower, Co. 
Mountain West Benefits 
Payne Financial Group  

Sexton Group 
Silver Star Restaurant 

Valley Bank 
Valley Farms 

Van’s Thriftway 
Wells Fargo Wealth Management 

Academy Award Sponsors Emmy Award Sponsors 

Roger & Carol Novotne  Lenore Puhek  Albertson’s  
Best Western Great Northern Hotel Bob’s Valley Market Chili’ 
Chuck & Arlene Flynn  Chuck & Susan Pesta CVS 
David & Sus Bristow  Diana Nelson  Drae’s Station Casino 
Frontline Glass   Gold Bar of Helena Imagine Designs  
Island Liquor & Wine  Jean & Tom Morgan Jim Edwards/Mtn. West Benefits 
Jim & Leslie Smith  Kris Bakula & Don Senn Last Chance Casino 
Lynne Grosfield   Macaroni Grill  Mary & Hugh McWhorter 
Miller’s Crossing   Montana City Grill Montana Lottery               
Montana Nugget Casino  M-T Glass Liquor Store Northside Liquors & Wine  
On Broadway   O’Toole’s  Pepsi Cola Co. of Helena 
Rick Schlenker   Shirley Warehime              Silver Star Steak Co.        
Sommelier’s Wine Bar  Staggering Ox  The Man Store                 
West Mont Farm in the Dell  
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Wall of Wine and Raffle Donors 


