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  3rd Quarter  2010                                                                                                 Editor– Arlene Flynn 

We’re On Our Way...The Caldwell House 
Celebrates Official Groundbreaking! 

To paraphrase an old quote, the only constant is change, continuing change, inevitable change.  It is with a touch of sadness  
that West Mont announces the following change.  After 20 years of service, Richard Saravalli Co-President of West Mont has 
tendered his resignation.     

 
Richard was recently offered a position as at AWARE.  He will begin his 
new position there on October 1.  His new duties will involve a bit of 
travel as he will be responsible for interacting with AWARE offices        
located throughout the state.  
 
Richard began his career at West Mont in July 1990 as a Group Home 
Manager at the Farm in the Dell.  In 1991, he was promoted to Voca-
tional Services Coordinator.  Over the years, he continued to advance his 
career at West Mont including Development Director (1996 - 2004), Vice 

President (2004 - 2005), to finally Co-President in 2005 to present. (cont. on page 2)  
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Mother Nature fully cooperated and served up a beautiful day 
for the official groundbreaking of the Caldwell House. Dozens 
of people attended this June 23 event to show their support.   

West Mont was honored to have Ron’s widow Jill and son 
Creede on hand for this occasion. Other attendees included West 
Mont Board and Committee members, clients, staff, the Helena 
Chamber and members of the media. Perhaps no one was more 
excited to  welcome this occasion than the clients from Dorothy 
Group Home many of whom will be residents of this new home.  

The Caldwell House will provide long-term nursing care for 
medically fragile and terminally ill individuals with disabilities. 
This 10-bed facility is the first like it built in Montana. Situated 

in the Nob Hill/South Hills area of 
Helena, the site is conveniently lo-
cated close to nearby medical facili-
ties and offers easy access to the 
Interstate.  

Schlenker-McKittrick Architects has 
designed the building and the Sexton 
Group is the builder. The expected 
date of completion is early 2011. 

If you want to learn more about the Caldwell House or would like make a 
donation, please contact Arlene Flynn at West Mont (406)447-3109.  

Caldwell House supporters pose for a photo at the groundbreaking 

Construction on the Caldwell House is underway 

Beartooth NBC’s Greg Pace films Jill & 
Creede Caldwell at the groundbreaking 



���������� 	
������ 	
Page 2 THE           NEWS 

West Mont Board of Directors 
Mike Cooney, Chair 

Dick Morgan, Vice Chair 
David Peretto, Past Chair 

Lowell Bartels 
Mike Billings 

Debbie Ekblom 
Larry Fasbender 

Tia Nelson 
Bret Romney 
Carl Tanberg 

Staff Members 
Kris Bakula 

Richard Saravalli 
West Mont Foundation  Board 

of Directors 
Carl Tanberg, Chair 

Mike Billings, Vice-Chair 
John Betts                                  

Larry Fasbender 
Sarah Jaeger 
Kati Kintli 

Dick Morgan 
Andrew Pida 

Staff Members 
Kris Bakula 

Richard Saravalli 
Development Committee 

Ralph Anderson 
Cliff Cason 
Mike Greely 

John Lagerquist 
Mary McWhorter 

Bill Murray 
Carol Novotne 
Loren Oelkers 
Tanya Shearer 

Rosemary Trusler 
Bill Walker 

Shirley Warehime 
Bob Wicks 

Staff Members 
Arlene Flynn 
Susan Pesta 

Richard Saravalli 
The Caldwell House  
Committee Members 

Lowell Bartels 
Creede Caldwell 

Jill Caldwell 
Bill Eiker 

Chuck Flynn 
Lynne Grosfield 

Jim Smith 
Staff Members 

Kris Bakula 
Arlene Flynn 
Susan Pesta 

Richard Saravalli 

(Richard Saravalli cont. from page 1) 

Richard Saravalli said, “By the time many of you re-
ceive this newsletter, you will already know of my 
resignation as Co-President at West Mont effective 
August 31. It has been an exciting and an amazingly 
quick 20 years. I have had a variety of jobs within the agency and they have all offered            
me an opportunity to grow professionally and be part of a great team of employees that has 
created many wonderful opportunities for individuals with disabilities. In addition, the West 
Mont Board of Directors, the many advisory boards, the Helena community, and the               
surrounding areas have been instrumental in supporting our efforts on behalf of those we 
serve.”   

Richard continues, “West Mont and the West Mont Foundation are in good financial condi-
tion and I anticipate the agency to continue to be a leader in disabilities services in Montana. 
I look forward to working with many of you in the future as AWARE’s Director of Devel-
opment and would like to thank everyone for their continued support of West Mont!” 

Kris Bakula, “Richard has been an integral part of the West Mont team.  He will be greatly 
missed by staff, clients and supporters alike.  Although we wont’ have the day-to-day inter-
action with Richard, we are happy he is continuing to stay involved with West Mont serving 
as a volunteer on the Caldwell House Committee. On behalf of myself and everyone else 
here at West Mont, we wish Richard all the best and much success with his new venture.”  

West Mont is extremely pleased to announce the appointment of Sarah Jaeger and Andrew 
Pida to West Mont’s Foundation Board of Directors. 

Sarah Jaeger is a local studio potter.  She received her BA in English literature from Harvard 
and a BFA from Kansas City Art Institute. From 1985-1987 Sarah 
was a resident artist at the Archie Bray Foundation and the recipient 
of an Individual Artist Fellowship from the Montana Arts Council. 
In the Spring of 2007, she was one of the artists profiled in the PBS 
documentary Craft in America. She has taught at Pomona College, 
the New York College of Ceramics at Alfred and the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln. Sarah brings a wealth of board experience with 
her including the Myrna Loy Center, Archie Bray Foundation and 
the Prickly Pear Land Trust.   

Andrew Pida is the President of SAP Enterprises, Business Manager 
of Helena Dermatology & Laser Clinic, and President of Laser Leas-
ing Services.   Andrew was born and raised in a small town in Penn-
sylvania, the oldest of six children. His college years were spent at 
St. John's University, MN and Mansfield University, PA where he 
majored in English and Philosophy.  While teaching skiing at Copper 
Mountain, CO in the winter of 1994-95 he met Dr. Sri Vellanki. 
They married shortly after and moved to Helena in July 1996.              
Andrew and his wife are the proud parents of three children.   

West Mont is excited about these new additions. We are prepared and look forward to the 
opportunities and challenges that lay ahead.   

Co-Presidents Kris Bakula & Richard Saravalli 

Sarah Jaeger and Fred 

Andrew Pida 
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On June 14, our friend           
and colleague Eugene 
Whitfield passed away 
from sudden cardiac arrest.  
Eugene spent over 20 years 
at West Mont caring for 
clients in group homes.  He 
is greatly missed by clients 
and staff alike. Our 
thoughts and prayers are 
with his family. 

In Memory of  
Eugene Whitfield 

West Mont is excited to announce two new additions to our staff.  Chandra Lutz was recently hired as Human Resource Specialist. 
She was raised in Flathead Valley and enjoys the lake shores in the summer and the slopes of Big Mountain in the winter. She 
earned her Bachelors of Science in Marketing and Management from the University of Montana in Missoula.   

Her previous work experience includes Director of Human Resources for Montana Harley-Davidson in            
Missoula, MT and she loves to "Ride!" In January 2010, Chandra decided to move to Helena, MT.  She is very 

happy to be continuing her career in Human Resources, and excited to be at West Mont! 

Teddi Everett recently joined West Mont as Administrative Coordinator. She attended schools 
in Helena and went on to attend college at both Montana State University and University of 
Montana.  Although while attending college in Bozeman, she secretly rooted for the “Griz.”   

Teddi comes to West Mont with a diverse background of owning and operating her own travel agency here  lo-
cally and has previously worked in both Public Relations and Office Management. Teddi and her husband have 
three wonderful children, an English lab and a cat that fetches.  She enjoys the outdoors including camping, kay-
aking, hiking, and an occasional nap.  

Chandra Lutz 

Teddi Everett 

In July, Ginny Frankenfield and her family generously hosted a 
picnic at her Lakeside home.  Organizations serving the Develop-
mentally Disabled throughout Helena enjoyed a delicious BBQ 
lunch and were thrilled about their boat ride on the lake. Above  
left: Ginny prepares to take a group out for a ride. Above right, 
Michael excitedly waits his turn for the next boat. Thank you 
Ginny, Kelly, Randy and Jackie for your kindness and  hospitality. 

West Mont Hires New Human Resource Specialist and Administrative Coordinator  
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The West Mont Cheer Squad recently took 1st in  
their Division at the Last Chance Stampede Pa-
rade.  Above the Squad poses with their trophy. 

The Knights of Columbus recently presented West Mont 
with a check for $800 for the Caldwell House.  This money 

raised from their an-
nual Tootsie Roll 
Campaign.                        
From left to right:  
Richard Saravalli, and 
KC members Creede 
Caldwell and Scott            
Pomajevich 



2708 Bozeman Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
 

Phone:  406-447-3100 
Fax:  406-447-3148 

���������	
��
����
��
����
���
��������
��
����

���
��������

�����	�
������

��
��������������


 

 

 

Locations:          
Blaine Avenue                        

Pre-Vocational &               
Production Services 

406-447-3120 
Cedar Apartments 

Dorothy Medical  

Farm in the Dell                            
406-227-7565 

Fern Group Home 

Humbolt Apartments 

Melodee House                                   

South Hills Group Home 

Tara Group Home &                                            
and Tara Apartments 

Townsend Group Home 

VASTT (Vision, Audio, 
Smell, Taste & Touch) 

406-443-1554 
 

Check out our website: 
www.westmont.org 
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It’s one of the best weekends of the year...and it’s coming up fast! West Mont kicks off its 18th Harvest Days celebration Fri-
day September 10 with the Black Tie Blue Jean Dinner at the Gateway Center. Enjoy a delicious full-course meal pre-
pared by Marci’s Catering, unique live auction and silent auction items, en-
tertainment and a host of guest artists including Stan and Taylor Lynde in 
their first father and son Quick Draw. Tickets are $60 each or a reserved ta-
ble for eight (8) is $500. Call West Mont at 447-3100 to reserve your spot 
today.  Space is limited and tickets are going fast.  

On Saturday September 11 the fun contin-
ues with  Family Fun Day at the Farm in 
the Dell on York Road. The whole family 
can enjoy a full day of activities with games 
for the kids, wagon rides, BBQ lunch, pet-
ting zoo, pumpkins and entertainment!  Admission is just $5 per person or $25 per family/
carload. This year features some new games and sponsor booth activities. No reservations are 
needed, pay at the gate.  Want to volunteer? Help is always needed at Family Fun Day, espe-
cially with the kids games. If you’d like to learn more, please contact Susan Pesta at West 

Mont 447-3122. All proceeds received from Harvest Days are used to help individuals with disabilities in the Helena area.   

Family Fun Day Wagon Rides 

Black Tie-Blue Jean Dinner attendees   


