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Has cabin fever set in?  Do you want to get together with friends and have a lot of fun for a great cause?  Then mark your calen-
dar for Saturday April 10 and join us at the Best Western Great Northern Hotel for the biggest celebration of the new decade as 
West Mont welcomes spring with A Red Carpet Affair!  The evening’s festivities include a champagne fountain, margarita bar, 
delicious hors d’oeuvres and desserts, live music by the Mighty Flick, dancing, and more all included for the price of admission 

(you must be 21 or over to attend). The Best Western Great Northern 
Hotel is generously offering a limited number of discounted rooms for 
those who wish to spend the night. 

Come meet special guest of honor, former Denver Bronco football 
player Bob McCullough. Semi-formal wear is encouraged, but not          
required. There will be NO live or silent auction, just an evening of fun. 
Tickets are $100 each or $175 per couple. There are three sponsorship 
levels to choose from $500, $1,500 and $2,500. To reserve your tickets 

or for more information, call Arlene Flynn or Susan Pesta at West Mont 406-447-3100. 

The News  
1st Quarter  2010                                                                                                                     Editor– Arlene Flynn 

The Caldwell House - Building Hope in 2010 

Members of The Caldwell House Committee review 
new site plans (left to right) Chuck Flynn, Bill Eiker, 
Richard Saravalli, Kris Bakula, Lowell Bartels and Jill 
Caldwell 

Year-end Appeal Generates Revenue, Pledges and Club 1-3-3 Members 
West Mont continues to move forward with The Caldwell House as we               
eagerly plan for our ground breaking this spring.  This new healthcare facility 
will provide compassionate and skilled nursing care for individuals with             
disabilities who are medically fragile or terminally ill, a first for the Helena 
community!  Features include: 

· 6,100 square foot building designed to blend in architecturally with the 
surrounding residential neighborhood  

· Homelike setting with accommodations for 10 residents (we project  
caring for 12-16 clients annually) 

· Private bedrooms including 2-expanded rooms to allow for family  
member to stay comfortably with their loved one 

· Indoor sunroom where residents can enjoy the “outdoors” safely 

Our year-end mail appeal generated $58,850 in donations and pledges. And 
thanks to the support of our sponsors and the many businesses and individuals 
who donated or purchased auction items at our annual Harvest Days, $40,000 
will come from the proceeds of this event. Although over $340,000 has been 
raised including $212,000 that went towards the purchase of the land, we still 
have a ways to go to meet our goal of $1.3 million.  

West Mont continues to apply for a variety of grants to help off-set expenses. 
We were fortunate to recently receive a generous donation from the Betts 
Family Foundation to go towards construction costs and a $4,959 grant from 
the Montana State Fund to assist us with the purchase of medical equipment. 
To learn more about The Caldwell House or if you would like to make a dona-
tion, please contact Richard Saravalli or Arlene Flynn at 406-447-3100. 

� �� ������ �	 �
�� ��� �
 	�	���� ������ �
��� ��	� ���
� �	 ����� ���	� ����� ��	�� �������������

������� �� ��������� ���

Club 1-3-3 members are donors who 
have given or pledged to give $3,000 or more 
to The Caldwell House over the next 3 years.  

Jill Caldwell, Bergum Drug, Lenore Puhek           
(in memory of Joseph J. Puhek),  Kris Bakula 
and Don Senn, Chuck and Arlene Flynn, 
Chuck and Susan Pesta, Richard and Bridget 
Saravalli, Anonymous  
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West Mont Board of Directors 
Mike Cooney, Chair 

Dick Morgan, Vice Chair 
David Peretto, Past Chair 

Lowell Bartels 
Mike Billings 

Debbie Ekblom 
Larry Fasbender 

Tia Nelson 
Carl Tanberg 

Staff Members 
Kris Bakula 

Richard Saravalli 
 

West Mont Foundation  Board 
of Directors 

Carl Tanberg, Chair 
Dick Morgan, Vice-Chair 

John Betts 
Mike Billings 

Larry Fasbender 
Kati Kintli 

Staff Members 
Kris Bakula 

Richard Saravalli 
 

Development Committee 

Ralph Anderson 
Cliff Cason 

Paulette Etchart 
Mike Greely 

John Lagerquist 
Mary McWhorter 

Bill Murray 
Carol Novotne 
Loren Oelkers 
Tanya Shearer 

Rosemary Trusler 
Bill Walker 

Shirley Warehime 
Bob Wicks 

Staff Members 
Arlene Flynn 
Susan Pesta 

Richard Saravalli 
 

The Caldwell House  
Committee Members 

Lowell Bartels 
Creede Caldwell 

Jill Caldwell 
Bill Eiker 

Paulette Etchart 
Chuck Flynn 

Ginny Frankenfield 
Lynne Grosfield 

Jim Smith 
Staff Members 

Kris Bakula 
Arlene Flynn 
Susan Pesta 

Richard Saravalli 

First and foremost, we would like to thank our employ-
ees, supporters, and the Developmental Disabilities     
Division of DPHHS, for the continued success of our 
agency this past year.  West Mont is very fortunate to 
have such a dedicated staff and group of volunteers 
who support our agency!   

In previous newsletters, we have discussed the many changes/challenges that are occurring in 
the service delivery system for individuals with developmental disabilities.  Some of the 
changes that have affected West Mont include the loss of $150,000 in transportation funding 
and not being able to bill for consumers who are absent more than 15 days a year.  In addi-
tion, the amount (rate) paid for vocational services does not cover the cost of providing some 
of those services. The good news is our agency has been planning for these changes for many 
years.  At this time, we do not anticipate decreasing our services, though we must continue to 
operate efficiently. We also we remain focused on developing and generating non-
governmental funding.  

We are extremely pleased with the progress of The Caldwell House fund raising campaign 
and continue to anticipate ground breaking this spring.  With the generous support from our 
donors we have reached 27% of our fund raising goal. We know there are many worthy 
charitable causes in the Helena area and we feel fortunate that individuals donating to The 
Caldwell House recognize the critical need for this type of care. 

Please plan on joining us Friday February 5 for the Queen City Art Club’s 
Annual VIP Reception.  This year’s event will be held from 4:30 - 6:30 pm 
at the Holter Museum located at 12 E. Lawrence. Admission is free. 
 

Meet the artists and enjoy complimentary champagne, wine and hors d’oeuvres sponsored by 
West Mont.  The evening includes a silent auction featuring a variety of art work by the art-
ists.  Proceeds from the sales benefit the artists and the art program.. 
 

The Queen City Art Club is non-profit and offers art classes for 
people who have all types of disabilities.  All art teachers volun-
teer their time. The club receives support from West Mont, the 
Holter Museum, the Archie Bray as well as a grant from the 
Jerry Metcalf Foundation.   
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After 16 years at West 
Mont,  Registered Nurse 

Lynn Bolin has retired to spend more time with her husband, 
Mike.  Lynn began her career at West Mont in the Home 
Health Care Division. Over the years she has seen many 
changes and touched many lives. Most recently her responsi-
bilities included overseeing all the medical  services for the 
group homes. Lynn is already greatly missed. We wish her 
and her family all the best. 

Pictured l-r: Kris Bakula, Lynn Bolin 
and Richard Saravalli 

An Original Poem by West Mont Farm in the Dell Direct Support Specialist 
Pamela Benton 
The respect that we show to the people we serve, is certainly no less than all 
humans deserve. 
We train and we teach and we help them to see, that their lives are the very best 
they can be. 

They learn how to work and earn their own pay, so they can feel pride, at the end of the day. 
At West Mont we care, we’re here day and night, the people we serve will be feeling all right. 
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Lynn Bolin Retires 

Co-Presidents Kris Bakula & Richard Saravalli 



West Mont’s Sam Simkins recent 
hospital stay included a very           
special visit by Monte. 

In the Spotlight….Our Volunteers and Staff 
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3rd Place - $15 Dairy Queen 
Sam (left) and Duane (right)  

BRANDY-1st Place 
$50 Wal Mart  

CARA  - 2nd Place 
$25 Wal Mart  

� ����������������� 5th Place - 5.00 Dairy Queen Gift Card (l-r)                       
AMY              DAN                LISA          STEPHANIE    VIKKI  

4th Place  -$10 Dairy Queen Gift Card (l-r)                                                   

 

Congratulations to the following winners of our annual 
Halloween Contest  Everyone looked great, which made the 
voting especially difficult this year.  In addition to the win-
ners pictured here, we had eight Honorable Mentions: Ray, 
Connie, Bill, Cindy, Bhumata, Laci, Alvin, and Michael. 

    HOPE                 JEFF                LISA                   SUE 

“Volunteers don’t get paid, not 
because they’re worthless, but 
because they're priceless.”                   
             

                        Sherry Anderson 

Senator and West 
Mont Board Chair 
Mike Cooney (left) 
was volunteer MC   
at the Black Tie-
Blue Jean Dinner  
on September 11 

Richard Saravalli presented both Bill  Gowen (left ) and Ralph 
Anderson (right) with a special plaque to thank them for their many 
years of volunteer service on the Development Committee.  

10-Year Anniversaries Diana                   
Nelson (l) and Rebecca Ransier (r) 

 

15-Year Anniversary                              
Michelle Boone 

 

20-Year Anniversaries                                  
Jim Heffernan and Therese Manson 

25-Year Anniversaries                                 
Mark Erler and Susan Pesta 

5-Year Employee Anniversaries (left to right) - Bobby Montoya, David Davidson, Codie Whitehouse, Monica 
Brown, Bryan Levengood, Dorrie Fishback and Cara Bain 

 



2708 Bozeman Avenue 
Helena, MT 59601 
 

Phone:  406-447-3100 
Fax:  406-447-3148 

“Promoting Quality of Life for Individuals with Disabilities   
through Growth and Independence.” 

 

 

 

Locations:          

Cedar Apartments 

Dorothy Medical  

Farm in the Dell                            
406-227-7565 

Fern Group Home 

Humbolt Apartments 

Melodee House                                   

South Hills Group Home 

Tara Group Home &                                            
and Tara Apartments 

Townsend Group Home 

VASTT (Vision, Audio, 
Smell, Taste & Touch) 

406-443-1554 

Pre-Vocational &               
Production Services 

406-447-3120 
 

Check out our website: 

www.westmont.org 
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West Mont is very fortunate to have many businesses that support Harvest Days, our biggest fundraising event of the year.  
Despite a soft economy last year, we had a record 41 sponsors compared to 26 in 2008 which increased our sponsorship           
dollars 45.8%!  THANK YOU to the following businesses for their support and for helping to make this event the best ever. 

Record Sponsorship Support in 2009! 

PREMIER             
SPONSOR 

PRESTIGIOUS                     
LEVEL                       

DISTINGUISHED  LEVEL  ESTEEMED LEVEL SPONSORS 

EVENT SPONSORS: AAA Mountain West, Agri Feeds, American Federal Savings Bank, Bresnan, Centron, Imagine Designs, 
Intermountain Heating & Air Conditioning, Kleen King, Kralicek Millworks, Missouri River Flower Co., Nitro Green & 
Christmas Décor, Payne Financial Group, Inc., Raymond James Financial Services, Inc.  BOOTH SPONSORS:  Bank of the Rockies, 
Capital Appliance, Clay Guild of Helena, D & H Lawn Care, Intermountain Heating & Air Conditioning, Montana Internet, 
Robert Allen Nissan, Rocky Mountain Credit Union. BUSINESS DONATIONS: Paul’s Office Products, A to Z Personnel, Anderson 
ZurMuehlen, Pepsi Cola, Helena Abstract and Title of Helena. 


